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In a Far Judean City

In a far Judean city,

when the night is bleak and wild,

in a stable— ah, the pity!

Mary sings to her child:

    “Lullaby, my baby, lullaby.

    Mother’s nigh, her watch to keep,

    sleep my little one, sleep.

    Lullaby, my Jesu, lullaby.”

Heav’n on high with song is ringing,

but within this cattle shed,

sweeter far is Mary’s singing

at her babe’s manger bed:

    “Lullaby, my baby, lullaby…”

See the friendly kine draw near her,

angels hush their notes above,

while the baby smiles to hear her

croon this sweet song of love:

    “Lullaby, my baby, lullaby…”

Oh, what myst’ry!  Oh, what wonder!

God is born a babe today,

and must needs be lulled to slumber

by a maid’s tender lay:

“Lullaby, my baby, lullaby…”

 �  Bates G. Burt (Abbie’s great-grandfather), 1930
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